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Teenage trailblazer Arianna Jones overcomes illness to
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The teenagers are coming for change. They won’t be denied.

With resolve and resilience beyond her 14 years, Arianna Jones is one of these young people.

Bullied in elementary school, seen as weak for sudden fainting spells, called “cyborg” for the external heart
monitor she wore in gym class, Arianna remains unphased.

“Everything I set my mind to, I have done,” said Jones. “So, I believe I can do anything.”

Just before starting middle school, Arianna and her mother, Tywana Jones, discovered the cause of her fatigue and trigger for severe asthma symptoms
was an allergy to environmental pollutants.

She began receiving immunotherapy injections three times a week so she could attend the Applied Science and Technology Magnet Program at Cobb
Middle School.

Immediately, she ran for student government.

“She told me she wanted to run [for the elected position],” said Tywana Jones. “Next thing I knew, she found a group of friends and was making campaign
posters.”

Arianna won the election for sixth-grade class representative. The next year, she was elected student body vice president. Now in eighth grade, she
serves as student body president.

The teenager credits her mother as her source of inspiration and motivation. When Arianna was sick, Tywana took several months off from work to be
with her daughter and make sure she got well.

She now makes sure Arianna gets to her considerable list of extracurricular activities, including National Junior Beta Club, Florida Christian Association,
Ivy Rose Auxiliary of the Chi Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, and Girls Rule, among others.

This school year, Arianna was selected for Florida A&M University’s College Reach-Out Program (CROP) where she spends her Saturdays.

“They prepare me for college and instruct me on all the components of engineering,” said Jones. “We do fun activities that we actually learn from.”

The program is helping her set her sights on a prize, biomedical engineering. After watching a lab technician at her allergist’s office create a serum that
would make her a “normal kid,” Jones got the idea. She wants to make a serum that lasts longer, so kids like her can get results with fewer injections.

Jones has a message for young people who are being bullied for medical conditions.

“Don’t worry about what they say,” said Jones. “Don’t let your peers pressure you. Know your limits.”
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Some might say this young trailblazer, chosen by the Oasis Center for Women & Girls as the 2018 Girls Can Do Anything honoree, has yet to find her
limits.
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